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Much has been made of the crisis between generations. Many people feel that
our generation is unigue, that we have problems that never were and never
have been before. Parents cannot seem to communicate with children and
children cannot communicate with parents. Everyone says that things are

different, times have changed.

It's true that we live in a different age with different problems than our
parents and grandparents, but I doubt very much whether the human condition
has changed at all. We all have the same basic problems of how to earn a
living honestly, of how to relate lovingly to our family and friends, and
of how to be good people in a hard unrelenting world. Some say that our age
is different because we have the atomic bomb but this really is not so. Our
;} ancestors had to face death from animals, plague, and war which was just
as overwhelming and devastating as any atomic death we face. Life is
\% constantly in flux but it always gravitates around the same problems.
g\ Rosh Hashonna proclaims this. It proclaims that everything is ever new and
\ always the same. It allows us to make new beginnings around old problems.
This probably explains why the Hebrew word "Shonna" means not only year but

lso to repeat and to change or to be different. Change and repetition

6)? constantly intertwine in life.//

——ion
All of us attack life's basic problems, though, from our own vantage point.

We all look at life's basic problems and we remember where we were when we
first began to grapple with them. Our memories of past experiences still
shape us and choose for us our tactics in trying to solve life's problems.
They cause us to remember the hard times we had in the past, the close escapes
we endured, the instruction we received, the temptations we overcame, etc.
When we see life we see it through the prism of our memory. That's why, also,

Rosh Hashonna is known as Yom Wazikoron, the day of remembrance. We once
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again gird ourselves to grapple with life's problems, to make new beginnings,
to resolve to act better morally and spiritually in life's situations, but

we still see life through our own past experiences.

On the holiday of Rosh Hashonna we read about the Akedah. We learn how
Abraham was told by G-d to take his son, Yitzchak: Abraham thought he was
commanded to sacrifice him. G-d, though, did not say sacrifice him but

. bring him up, 1lift him up. 1In this Torah portion we read how Abraham takes

two other boys with him as well but not to 1lift up.

These boys go only part of the way and are told to remain while Abraham and
his son, Yitzchak, go on. The Torah mentions specifically ;hg-Abraham and
Yitzchak the "two of them went together". They went together but if you

will notice when Abraham returns to the two boys who were left behind the
Torah does not say that he and Yitzchak returned to the boys but only that
Abraham returned. Abraham and Yitzchak confronted the same problems together,

but they choose different paths to solve them.

g
Weew Abraham was told bh!-t G~d d4d not wemt—him-to sacrifice his son, the-

ne
Tam—smwmamﬁétg his eyes and he say™ Ayil Achar Ne'echaz

]

Basvach;which is usually translated as a ramlin back of him,caught in a
Thy

thicket.buh-uhidé can also be translated as another strength, another power

grappling with complexity. Then Abraham names the place "Ad-naiyireh" and

says, "In this mount G-d will be seen".
‘i Wﬂ%imm.ﬁwvﬂ
K This all seems very strange. Why now is Abraham confident that G-d will be
seen, and why did he make this statement/after he saw another one struggling
with the complexities of this world? G-d had blessed Abraham before the
Akedah by saying that his children would be as the stars of the heaven and
a blessing to the nations. This same blessing is repeated after the Akedah.

Why should Abraham receive the same blessing after the Akedah as before it?
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The answer)io my mind)is that now Abraham‘izz;;\giméelf from experience that

this blessing will be fulfilled. Abraham knows that G-d will be seen, his

struggles will be continued because his son, Yitzchak, is*:{ruggling with

life's basic problems, alse. He is struggling to make life more moral, more

compassionate, and more just.

In the incident of the Akedah we read how Abraham took the knife to slaughter

his son. The word used for knifq\in Hebréw is Ma'acheles which is a very

unusual word. It is not the common word for knife. It can mean adeo food. w1b

Qﬂggraham‘pe;haps;thought that all his son was interested in was food, in the
materiai things of life. He found’insteaﬁ,that his son*wa;Lkggg: struggling
to lead the just and compassionate life. He, though, had his own path. He
did not share all of Abraham's past. He was not molded by the experiences
which Abraham had. He did not look at life through Abraham's prism but he

shared Abraham's goal. Because of this. Abraham was confident his work would

continue even though his son had a different path.

Each generation looks at life through its own prism. Each generation must
attack the basic problems of life in its own way. The problems do not chang
but the way they are perceived and attacked do. This is the way it should
be. Each generation chooses its own path and each path is valid as long

as each succeeding generation is bound to the past generation, is willing to

recognize and sacrifice for the past generation.

Th%&:ﬁ:son why Mount Moriah, the Temple Mount, is a holy place in Judaism
nf}w:gd naﬁ Mount Sinai is because at Mount Moriah one Jew was willing to
“1/ Qacrifice himself for another. The Akedah, the story of Abraham and Yitzcha
took place there. As long as each succeeding generation is concerned with

and willing to tie itself to the past generation, acknowleging its debt to

it and wishing to continue its work, then Judaism is secure. We do not have
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to worry about different out looks or generation gaps. The only time we have
[

to worry is when the younger generation wishes to abandon the older generation

especially spiritually. Then we are in trouble.

As we all welcome in the New Year,let us all remember this and let us all
stand together, different generations with perhaps different poindys of view,
but each commifted to living a Jewish life, amoral life, a decent life. May
the New Year bring us closer to achie*ing this way of life, and may we all
be blessed with a New Year of health, happiness, prosperity, and self
fulfillment. On behalf of Juliette and owr children I wish you all a

L'Shana Tova Tikosaivu.
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